
PASSOVER READINGS 
 

Opening Prayer 

 

THE EXODUS PASSOVER 

 

NKJ Exodus 3:1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 

Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 

2 And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So 

he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed. 

 

NKJ Exodus 3:7 And the LORD said: "I have surely seen the oppression of My people who 

are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows. 8 

"So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up 

from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of 

the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the 

Jebusites. 9 "Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have 

also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10 "Come now, therefore, and 

I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt." 

 

NKJ Exodus 7:1 So the LORD said to Moses: "See, I have made you as God to Pharaoh, and 

Aaron your brother shall be your prophet. 2 "You shall speak all that I command you. And 

Aaron your brother shall speak to Pharaoh to send the children of Israel out of his land. 3 "And I 

will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply My signs and My wonders in the land of Egypt. 4 

"But Pharaoh will not heed you, so that I may lay My hand on Egypt and bring My armies and 

My people, the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments. 5 "And the 

Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out My hand on Egypt and bring out 

the children of Israel from among them." 6 Then Moses and Aaron did so; just as the LORD 

commanded them, so they did. 

 

NKJ Exodus 11:1 And the LORD said to Moses, "I will bring yet one more plague on Pharaoh 

and on Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will surely drive 

you out of here altogether. 2 "Speak now in the hearing of the people, and let every man ask 

from his neighbor and every woman from her neighbor, articles of silver and articles of gold." 3 

And the LORD gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses 

was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's servants and in the sight of the 

people. 4 Then Moses said, "Thus says the LORD: 'About midnight I will go out into the midst 

of Egypt; 5 'and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh 

who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the female servant who is behind the handmill, 

and all the firstborn of the animals. 6 'Then there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of 

Egypt, such as was not like it before, nor shall be like it again. 7 'But against none of the 

children of Israel shall a dog move its tongue, against man or beast, that you may know that the 

LORD does make a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.' 8 "And all these your servants 

shall come down to me and bow down to me, saying, 'Get out, and all the people who follow 

you!' After that I will go out." Then he went out from Pharaoh in great anger. 9 But the LORD 

said to Moses, "Pharaoh will not heed you, so that My wonders may be multiplied in the land of 

Egypt." 10 So Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh; and the LORD hardened 

Pharaoh's heart, and he did not let the children of Israel go out of his land. 

 

NKJ Exodus 12:1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 2 

"This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to you. 3 

"Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: 'On the tenth day of this month every man shall 



take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a household. 4 'And if 

the household is too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next to his house take it 

according to the number of the persons; according to each man's need you shall make your 

count for the lamb. 5 'Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may 

take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 'Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the 

same month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. 7 

'And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the 

houses where they eat it. 8 'Then they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with 

unleavened bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 'Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all 

with water, but roasted in fire -- its head with its legs and its entrails. 10 'You shall let none of it 

remain until morning, and what remains of it until morning you shall burn with fire. 11 'And 

thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your 

hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's Passover. 12 'For I will pass through the land 

of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; 

and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. 13 'Now the blood 

shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over 

you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 14 'So 

this day shall be to you a memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD throughout 

your generations. You shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting ordinance. 15 'Seven days you 

shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven from your houses. For 

whoever eats leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off 

from Israel. 16 'On the first day there shall be a holy convocation, and on the seventh day there 

shall be a holy convocation for you. No manner of work shall be done on them; but that which 

everyone must eat -- that only may be prepared by you. 17 'So you shall observe the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread, for on this same day I will have brought your armies out of the land of 

Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day throughout your generations as an everlasting 

ordinance. 18 'In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat 

unleavened bread, until the twenty-first day of the month at evening. 19 'For seven days no 

leaven shall be found in your houses, since whoever eats what is leavened, that same person 

shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he is a stranger or a native of the land. 

20 'You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwellings you shall eat unleavened bread.' " 21 

Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and said to them, "Pick out and take lambs for 

yourselves according to your families, and kill the Passover lamb. 22 "And you shall take a 

bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the two 

doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. And none of you shall go out of the door of his 

house until morning. 23 "For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians; and when He 

sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and not 

allow the destroyer to come into your houses to strike you. 24 "And you shall observe this thing 

as an ordinance for you and your sons forever. 25 "It will come to pass when you come to the 

land which the LORD will give you, just as He promised, that you shall keep this service. 26 

"And it shall be, when your children say to you, 'What do you mean by this service?' 27 "that 

you shall say, 'It is the Passover sacrifice of the LORD, who passed over the houses of the 

children of Israel in Egypt when He struck the Egyptians and delivered our households.' " So the 

people bowed their heads and worshiped. 28 Then the children of Israel went away and did so; 

just as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did. 29 And it came to pass at 

midnight that the LORD struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of 

Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the 

firstborn of livestock. 30 So Pharaoh rose in the night, he, all his servants, and all the Egyptians; 

and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where there was not one dead. 31 

Then he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, "Rise, go out from among my people, 

both you and the children of Israel. And go, serve the LORD as you have said. 32 "Also take 

your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone; and bless me also." 33 And the 

Egyptians urged the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste. For they said, 

"We shall all be dead." 34 So the people took their dough before it was leavened, having their 



kneading bowls bound up in their clothes on their shoulders. 35 Now the children of Israel had 

done according to the word of Moses, and they had asked from the Egyptians articles of silver, 

articles of gold, and clothing. 36 And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the 

Egyptians, so that they granted them what they requested. Thus they plundered the Egyptians. 

37 Then the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand 

men on foot, besides children. 38 A mixed multitude went up with them also, and flocks and 

herds -- a great deal of livestock. 39 And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they 

had brought out of Egypt; for it was not leavened, because they were driven out of Egypt and 

could not wait, nor had they prepared provisions for themselves. 40 Now the sojourn of the 

children of Israel who lived in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years. 41 And it came to pass 

at the end of the four hundred and thirty years -- on that very same day -- it came to pass that all 

the armies of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. 42 It is a night of solemn observance 

to the LORD for bringing them out of the land of Egypt. This is that night of the LORD, a 

solemn observance for all the children of Israel throughout their generations. 

 

Song 

 

Prayer of thanks for the meal 

 

MEAL 
Christian background CD 

Continue discussion of the OT Passover and how it works into the NT Passover  

The events leading up to the NT Passover 

Towards the end of the meal… 

 

THE JERUSALEM PASSOVER 
 

NKJ Luke 22:7 Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover must be killed. 8 

And He sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat." 9 

So they said to Him, "Where do You want us to prepare?" 10 And He said to them, "Behold, 

when you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him 

into the house which he enters. 11 "Then you shall say to the master of the house, 'The Teacher 

says to you, "Where is the guest room where I may eat the Passover with My disciples?" ' 12 

"Then he will show you a large, furnished upper room; there make ready." 13 So they went and 

found it just as He had said to them, and they prepared the Passover. 14 When the hour had 

come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him. 15 Then He said to them, "With fervent 

desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16 "for I say to you, I will no 

longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." 17 Then He took the cup, and gave 

thanks, and said, "Take this and divide it among yourselves; 18 "for I say to you, I will not drink 

of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." 

 

 

THE BREAD 
 

NKJ Isaiah 53:3 He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with 

grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem 

Him. 4 Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, 

Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 

for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are 

healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And 

the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

 



NKJ John 6:48 "I am the bread of life. 49 "Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and 

are dead. 50 "This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not 

die. 51 "I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he 

will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the 

world." 52 The Jews therefore quarreled among themselves, saying, "How can this Man give us 

His flesh to eat?" 53 Then Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the 

flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. 54 "Whoever eats My 

flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 "For My 

flesh is food indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. 56 "He who eats My flesh and drinks My 

blood abides in Me, and I in him. 57 "As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the 

Father, so he who feeds on Me will live because of Me. 58 "This is the bread which came down 

from heaven -- not as your fathers ate the manna, and are dead. He who eats this bread will live 

forever." 

 

 

NKJ Luke 22:19 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, 

"This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 

 

Prayer of thanks for the bread 

Break & distribute 

 

THE WINE 
 

NKJ Isaiah 53:7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He 

was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not 

His mouth. 8 He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His 

generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people 

He was stricken. 9 And they made His grave with the wicked -- But with the rich at His death, 

Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth. 10 Yet it pleased the 

LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He 

shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in 

His hand. 11 He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My 

righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will 

divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He 

poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the 

sin of many, And made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

NKJ Psalm 22:14 I am poured out like water, And all My bones are out of joint; My heart is 

like wax; It has melted within Me. 15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And My tongue 

clings to My jaws; You have brought Me to the dust of death. 16 For dogs have surrounded Me; 

The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me. They pierced My hands and My feet; 17 I can 

count all My bones. They look and stare at Me. 

 

NKJ Matthew 26:27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 

"Drink from it, all of you. 28 "For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many 

for the remission of sins. 

 

Prayer of thanks for the wine 

Distributing of the wine 

 

FOOT WASHING 

 



NKJ John 13:3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He 

had come from God and was going to God, 4 rose from supper and laid aside His garments, 

took a towel and girded Himself. 5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash 

the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. 6 Then He came 

to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, "Lord, are You washing my feet?" 7 Jesus answered and 

said to him, "What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this." 8 Peter 

said to Him, "You shall never wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you 

have no part with Me." 9 Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands 

and my head!" 10 Jesus said to him, "He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is 

completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you." 11 For He knew who would betray 

Him; therefore He said, "You are not all clean." 12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His 

garments, and sat down again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? 13 

"You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 14 "If I then, your Lord and 

Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 "For I have given 

you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. 

 

Commence foot washing 

 

Song 

 

JESUS’ WORDS TO HIS DISCIPLES 

from the New Living Translation 
 

NLT John 13: 16 How true it is that a servant is not greater than the master. Nor are 

messengers more important than the one who sends them. 17 You know these things -- now do 

them! That is the path of blessing. 18 "I am not saying these things to all of you; I know so well 

each one of you I chose. The Scriptures declare, 'The one who shares my food has turned 

against me,'1 and this will soon come true. 19 I tell you this now, so that when it happens you 

will believe I am the Messiah. 20 Truly, anyone who welcomes my messenger is welcoming 

me, and anyone who welcomes me is welcoming the Father who sent me."  21 Now Jesus was 

in great anguish of spirit, and he exclaimed, "The truth is, one of you will betray me!"  22 The 

disciples looked at each other, wondering whom he could mean.  23 One of Jesus' disciples, the 

one Jesus loved, was sitting next to Jesus at the table.  24 Simon Peter motioned to him to ask 

who would do this terrible thing.  25 Leaning toward Jesus, he asked, "Lord, who is it?"  26 

Jesus said, "It is the one to whom I give the bread dipped in the sauce." And when he had 

dipped it, he gave it to Judas, son of Simon Iscariot. 27 As soon as Judas had eaten the bread, 

Satan entered into him. Then Jesus told him, "Hurry. Do it now."  28 None of the others at the 

table knew what Jesus meant.  29 Since Judas was their treasurer, some thought Jesus was 

telling him to go and pay for the food or to give some money to the poor. 30 So Judas left at 

once, going out into the night. 31 As soon as Judas left the room, Jesus said, "The time has 

come for me, the Son of Man, to enter into my glory, and God will receive glory because of all 

that happens to me. 32 And God will bring me into my glory very soon. 33 Dear children, how 

brief are these moments before I must go away and leave you! Then, though you search for me, 

you cannot come to me -- just as I told the Jewish leaders. 34 So now I am giving you a new 

commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.  35 Your 

love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples." 36 Simon Peter said, 

"Lord, where are you going?" And Jesus replied, "You can't go with me now, but you will 

follow me later." 37 "But why can't I come now, Lord?" he asked. "I am ready to die for you." 

38 Jesus answered, "Die for me? No, before the rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will deny 

three times that you even know me. 

NLT John 14:1 "Don't be troubled. You trust God, now trust in me. 2 There are many rooms in 

my Father's home, and I am going to prepare a place for you. If this were not so, I would tell 

you plainly. 3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be 



with me where I am. 4 And you know where I am going and how to get there." 5 "No, we don't 

know, Lord," Thomas said. "We haven't any idea where you are going, so how can we know the 

way?"  

6 Jesus told him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except 

through me. 7 If you had known who I am, then you would have known who my Father is. 

From now on you know him and have seen him!" 8 Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and 

we will be satisfied." 9 Jesus replied, "Philip, don't you even yet know who I am, even after all 

the time I have been with you? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! So why are you 

asking to see him? 10 Don't you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words I say are not my own, but my Father who lives in me does his work through me. 11 Just 

believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe because of what you 

have seen me do. 12 "The truth is, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have 

done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. 13 You can ask for 

anything in my name, and I will do it, because the work of the Son brings glory to the Father. 

 14 Yes, ask anything in my name, and I will do it! 15 "If you love me, obey my 

commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, who will 

never leave you. 17 He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world at large cannot 

receive him, because it isn't looking for him and doesn't recognize him. But you do, because he 

lives with you now and later will be in you. 18 No, I will not abandon you as orphans -- I will 

come to you. 19 In just a little while the world will not see me again, but you will. For I will 

live again, and you will, too. 20 When I am raised to life again, you will know that I am in my 

Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.  21 Those who obey my commandments are the 

ones who love me. And because they love me, my Father will love them, and I will love them. 

And I will reveal myself to each one of them." 22 Judas (not Judas Iscariot, but the other 

disciple with that name) said to him, "Lord, why are you going to reveal yourself only to us and 

not to the world at large?" 23 Jesus replied, "All those who love me will do what I say. My 

Father will love them, and we will come to them and live with them. 24 Anyone who doesn't 

love me will not do what I say. And remember, my words are not my own. This message is 

from the Father who sent me. 25 I am telling you these things now while I am still with you. 26 

But when the Father sends the Counselor as my representative -- and by the Counselor I mean 

the Holy Spirit -- he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I myself have 

told you.  

27 "I am leaving you with a gift -- peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give isn't like the 

peace the world gives. So don't be troubled or afraid. 28 Remember what I told you: I am going 

away, but I will come back to you again. If you really love me, you will be very happy for me, 

because now I can go to the Father, who is greater than I am. 29 I have told you these things 

before they happen so that you will believe when they do happen. 30 "I don't have much more 

time to talk to you, because the prince of this world approaches. He has no power over me, 31 

but I will do what the Father requires of me, so that the world will know that I love the Father. 

Come, let's be going. 

NLT John 15:1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch 

that doesn't produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce 

even more. 3 You have already been pruned for greater fruitfulness by the message I have given 

you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed 

from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful apart from me. 5 "Yes, I am the vine; you are the 

branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me 

you can do nothing. 6 Anyone who parts from me is thrown away like a useless branch and 

withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. 7 But if you stay joined to me and 

my words remain in you, you may ask any request you like, and it will be granted! 8 My true 

disciples produce much fruit. This brings great glory to my Father. 9 "I have loved you even as 

the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. 10 When you obey me, you remain in my love, 

just as I obey my Father and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that you will be filled 

with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! 12 I command you to love each other in the same 

way that I love you. 13 And here is how to measure it -- the greatest love is shown when people 



lay down their lives for their friends. 14 You are my friends if you obey me. 15 I no longer call 

you servants, because a master doesn't confide in his servants. Now you are my friends, since I 

have told you everything the Father told me. 16 You didn't choose me. I chose you. I appointed 

you to go and produce fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, 

using my name. 17 I command you to love each other. 18 "When the world hates you, 

remember it hated me before it hated you. 19 The world would love you if you belonged to it, 

but you don't. I chose you to come out of the world, and so it hates you. 20 Do you remember 

what I told you? 'A servant is not greater than the master.' Since they persecuted me, naturally 

they will persecute you. And if they had listened to me, they would listen to you! 21 The people 

of the world will hate you because you belong to me, for they don't know God who sent me. 22 

They would not be guilty if I had not come and spoken to them. But now they have no excuse 

for their sin.  

23 Anyone who hates me hates my Father, too. 24 If I hadn't done such miraculous signs among 

them that no one else could do, they would not be counted guilty. But as it is, they saw all that I 

did and yet hated both of us -- me and my Father. 25 This has fulfilled what the Scriptures said: 

'They hated me without cause.' 26 "But I will send you the Counselor -- the Spirit of truth. He 

will come to you from the Father and will tell you all about me. 

 27 And you must also tell others about me because you have been with me from the beginning. 
NLT John 16:1 "I have told you these things so that you won't fall away. 2 For you will be 

expelled from the synagogues, and the time is coming when those who kill you will think they 

are doing God a service. 3 This is because they have never known the Father or me. 4 Yes, I'm 

telling you these things now, so that when they happen, you will remember I warned you. I 

didn't tell you earlier because I was going to be with you for a while longer. 5 "But now I am 

going away to the one who sent me, and none of you has asked me where I am going. 6 Instead, 

you are very sad. 7 But it is actually best for you that I go away, because if I don't, the 

Counselor won't come. If I do go away, he will come because I will send him to you. 8 And 

when he comes, he will convince the world of its sin, and of God's righteousness, and of the 

coming judgment. 

 9 The world's sin is unbelief in me. 10 Righteousness is available because I go to the Father, 

and you will see me no more. 11 Judgment will come because the prince of this world has 

already been judged. 12 "Oh, there is so much more I want to tell you, but you can't bear it now. 

 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not be presenting his 

own ideas; he will be telling you what he has heard. He will tell you about the future. 14 He will 

bring me glory by revealing to you whatever he receives from me. 15 All that the Father has is 

mine; this is what I mean when I say that the Spirit will reveal to you whatever he receives from 

me. 16 "In just a little while I will be gone, and you won't see me anymore. Then, just a little 

while after that, you will see me again." 17 The disciples asked each other, "What does he mean 

when he says, 'You won't see me, and then you will see me'? And what does he mean when he 

says, 'I am going to the Father'? 18 And what does he mean by 'a little while'? We don't 

understand." 19 Jesus realized they wanted to ask him, so he said, "Are you asking yourselves 

what I meant? I said in just a little while I will be gone, and you won't see me anymore. Then, 

just a little while after that, you will see me again. 20 Truly, you will weep and mourn over 

what is going to happen to me, but the world will rejoice. You will grieve, but your grief will 

suddenly turn to wonderful joy when you see me again. 21 It will be like a woman experiencing 

the pains of labor. When her child is born, her anguish gives place to joy because she has 

brought a new person into the world. 22 You have sorrow now, but I will see you again; then 

you will rejoice, and no one can rob you of that joy. 23 At that time you won't need to ask me 

for anything. The truth is, you can go directly to the Father and ask him, and he will grant your 

request because you use my name. 24 You haven't done this before. Ask, using my name, and 

you will receive, and you will have abundant joy. 25 "I have spoken of these matters in 

parables, but the time will come when this will not be necessary, and I will tell you plainly all 

about the Father. 26 Then you will ask in my name. I'm not saying I will ask the Father on your 

behalf, 27 for the Father himself loves you dearly because you love me and believe that I came 

from God. 28 Yes, I came from the Father into the world, and I will leave the world and return 



to the Father." 29 Then his disciples said, "At last you are speaking plainly and not in parables. 

30 Now we understand that you know everything and don't need anyone to tell you anything. 

From this we believe that you came from God." 31 Jesus asked, "Do you finally believe? 32 But 

the time is coming -- in fact, it is already here -- when you will be scattered, each one going his 

own way, leaving me alone. Yet I am not alone because the Father is with me. 33 I have told 

you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and 

sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world." 
NLT John 17:1 When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he looked up to heaven and 

said, "Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son so he can give glory back to you. 2 For you 

have given him authority over everyone in all the earth. He gives eternal life to each one you 

have given him. 3 And this is the way to have eternal life -- to know you, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth. 4 I brought glory to you here on earth by doing 

everything you told me to do. 5 And now, Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the 

world began. 6 "I have told these men about you. They were in the world, but then you gave 

them to me. Actually, they were always yours, and you gave them to me; and they have kept 

your word. 7 Now they know that everything I have is a gift from you, 8 for I have passed on to 

them the words you gave me; and they accepted them and know that I came from you, and they 

believe you sent me. 9 "My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me, 

because they belong to you. 10 And all of them, since they are mine, belong to you; and you 

have given them back to me, so they are my glory! 11 Now I am departing the world; I am 

leaving them behind and coming to you. Holy Father, keep them and care for them -- all those 

you have given me -- so that they will be united just as we are. 12 During my time here, I have 

kept them safe. I guarded them so that not one was lost, except the one headed for destruction, 

as the Scriptures foretold. 13 "And now I am coming to you. I have told them many things 

while I was with them so they would be filled with my joy. 14 I have given them your word. 

And the world hates them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not. 15 I'm not 

asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep them safe from the evil one. 16 They are 

not part of this world any more than I am. 17 Make them pure and holy by teaching them your 

words of truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I am sending them into the world. 19 And I 

give myself entirely to you so they also might be entirely yours. 20 "I am praying not only for 

these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me because of their testimony. 21 My 

prayer for all of them is that they will be one, just as you and I are one, Father -- that just as you 

are in me and I am in you, so they will be in us, and the world will believe you sent me. 22 "I 

have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are -- 23 I in them and 

you in me, all being perfected into one. Then the world will know that you sent me and will 

understand that you love them as much as you love me. 24 Father, I want these whom you've 

given me to be with me, so they can see my glory. You gave me the glory because you loved me 

even before the world began!  

25 "O righteous Father, the world doesn't know you, but I do; and these disciples know you sent 

me. 26 And I have revealed you to them and will keep on revealing you. I will do this so that 

your love for me may be in them and I in them." 

 
Song 

 

AND NOW… 

 

NKJ Hebrews 13:20 Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, 

that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 make you 

complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



NKJ 1 John 2:28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we 

may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 


